The "Baltic Rural Broadband Project” starts to show great solutions

Almost everywhere in the Baltic Sea Region people i n real rural areas faces a common problem in
broadband access. Access on equal terms with people in the cities can not be provided on a commercial
basis. The reason is that the countryside are so sp  arsely populated, that the cover for expenses by
establishing and running a full surface covering IT -infrastructure, which encompasses the huge distanc es

and can reach every household, can not be financed solely by payments from the citizens in the areas,
based on normal market prices for access, though th is has been the expectation of most governments.

Trans nationally coordinated rural broadband pilot projects

Rural areas in all the countries in the Baltic Sea Region has partnered in the EU supported Baltic Rural Broadband
Project to make replicable and sustainable models of solution to solve this threatening problem all over EU, by in
each their own area to carry out a series of trans nationally coordinated pilot projects.

Solution with no need for public money, other than educational

By its preceding establishment of the community broadband network DjurslandS.net the not-for-profit partner in
Denmark “The Computer Support Community of Djursland” has already by a previous pilot project, supported by the
EU measure 2 fund, shown a way out of the mess which for replication does not need any public money, other than
educational. The DjurslandS.net is to day a huge area outdoor landscape network - the Worlds largest non-
commercial wireless broadband network - run by several hundred volunteers in all the villages on the peninsula of
Djursland, organized in 9 self sustained landscape networks.

Rural citizens even save money

A wireless IT-infrastructure of more than
250 coordinated antenna amplified data
radios, each covering overlapping areas
of 10 km in diameter, gives by antenna
amplified radio boxes, placed on the
roofs of the houses, wireless access for
more than 6000 rural households
(probably 20000 citizens).  Each
household contributes one time with 270

to establish infrastructure, and pays 13

a month for full time broadband at 2 to
7 mbit/s. Based on the actual market
prices in Denmark the up to now more
than 6000 online households save this
year - and every coming year - 3 million

, compared to what they would have
had to pay to commercial ISP’s, if those
would have been able to deliver access
everywhere on similar terms and
bandwidth.

Replicable solution in all rural areas

This kind of community network has now
through several years proven to be both
a technically feasible and cost beneficial
solution, which can be replicated all over
EU and serve as the rural citizens own
cheap tool to bridge the grooving
technological and social gap between
life in rural areas and life in the big cities.

On Djursland volunteers in all the villages has pro  vided very cheap
wireless broadband to more than 6000 households, th rough about 250
central radio nodes, - each covering an area of 10  km in diameter.

Teacher training has now been provided for everyone

As part in 16 synergetic IT-projects called “Networking Djursland”, to further develop the rural Djursland into a good
IT-society - and make a role model for other rural areas, the Computer Support Community of Djursland and the
local technical school, has now - as partners in the Interreg Ill B funded “Baltic Rural Broadband Project” - formed
“Djursland International Institute of Rural Wireless Broadband” (DIIRWB). Not only the partners from the Baltic Rural
Broadband Project, but people from everywhere can thus now be trained as teachers in all the disciplines of building
and sustaining cheap and well functioning wireless landscape network, which has the potential to reach out to all
remote areas and provide access to the global IT-society for everyone, and through the individuals daily practice
secure development in the countryside of all the necessary IT-competences.



